Heterogeneity of growth hormone in the nocturnal serum of children.
The nocturnal serum of 13 nongrowth hormone deficient, hyposomatomedinemic short children and of 12 normal children of average height was analyzed by both polyclonal and biclonal radioimmunoassays. The biclonal/polyclonal ratio for immunochemical grade human growth hormone was 1.0, but for the nocturnal sera in both groups, this ratio was significantly less than 1.0 (range 0.5-1.2, average 0.7-0.8). The ratio did not differ significantly between the two groups of children.